Intracellular transport of MHC class II molecules.
MHC class II molecules associate, during biosynthesis, with peptides derived from endocytosed antigen. Here, Jacques Neefjes and Hidde Ploegh describe the intracellular transport of MHC class II molecules and its relationship to the binding of peptides in endosomal compartments. They discuss alternative routes for the delivery of antigen to sites at which peptides associate with MHC class II molecules and raise the possibility of cell type-specific differences in the handling of MHC class II molecules, and hence in antigen presentation.